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Outline of Chairman Ido's Welcoming Address

1. Good morning, everyone. As chairman of the board of directors of the
International EMECS Center, one of the sponsors of the 7th
International Conference on the Environmental Management of
Enclosed Coastal Seas / 40th Symposium of the Estuarine and Coastal
Science Association, and as governor of Hyogo Prefecture, Japan, the
home of the International EMECS Center, | am sincerely grateful that
this conference is underway with so many people attending from
countries and regions around the world.

2. 1 would first of all like to express my sincere appreciation once again
for the generous support we received from all over the world at the time
of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake that hit southern Hyogo
Prefecture on January 17, 1995. Eleven years have since passed and,
thanks to everyone's help, people in the areas that were devastated by
the quake have overcome their ordeal, the local population and business
activities have surpassed pre-earthquake levels, and Hyogo Prefecture
has now entered a fresh, new stage.

3. The experience of the earthquake made us realize the importance of
preparing for natural disasters and disaster-prevention measures, along
with appropriate assistance when such catastrophic events happen. It
prompted us to host the United Nations World Conference on Disaster
Reduction in Kobe in January 2005, with the hope of providing
appropriate assistance within an international framework when help is
needed, and we are actively working on details of the Hyogo
Framework for Action, which was established at the conference. The
conference reaffirmed the importance of: 1) disaster reduction measures
for predictable events; 2) the establishment of an international
framework to provide appropriate assistance following disasters; and, 3)
disaster-prevention measures at the community level. As part of this
effort, we are providing assistance to the International Recovery
Platform (IRP), established in Kobe last year, with the goal of offering a
helping hand in recovery efforts in stricken areas throughout the world.
We are also providing financial support to the United Nations Central
Emergency Response Fund of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs for emergency measures required during times of

1



disaster.

. This EMECS conference will feature the tsunami that occurred in the
Indian Ocean of December 2004 in the Asia-Pacific Coasts Session, a
special session jointly hosted by the Asia-Pacific Network for Global
Change Research. | hope that lessons learned from the disaster and
recovery efforts will be reported in the session, thus providing us with
an opportunity to think about risk management and environmental
conservation to achieve sustainable development in coastal regions.

. The first EMECS conference was held in Kobe, Japan, in 1990, while
the sixth was held in Bangkok, Thailand. EMECS conferences have
inspired growing interest in enclosed coastal environments. Themes of
past conferences have covered a wide range of topics such as: 1)
Enclosed coastal sea environmental conservation and appropriate use;
2) Effective governance of coastal areas; 3) Interaction of land activities,
fresh water and enclosed coastal seas, and participation and
coordination among scientists, government officials, private enterprises,
citizens, and NGOs; 4) Environmental recovery of enclosed coastal seas
and active creation of such environments; 5) The importance of
environmental education for young people who will forge the future.

. The revival of natural environments, the active creation of such
environments, and environmental education are a few topics that have
drawn major interest at past conferences. Programs have been
implemented in the Seto Inland Sea mainly to reduce the burdens
imposed upon it from the land, including both restrictions on industrial,
and measures against domestic, wastewater; however, the sea has yet to
recover its former beautiful, rich state. We have prompted a revitalized,
more active revival movement for the Seto Inland Sea, including the
establishment of new laws and natural water purification systems. As
for environmental education, Hyogo Prefecture is implementing
prefecture-wide efforts through schools, communities, NPOs and other
organizations to teach the importance of forests, rivers, and oceans.
When | visited Chesapeake Bay in the U.S., which was where an
EMECS conference was once held, | was deeply impressed that
environmental education from a young age had a huge effect, with a
positive influence even in people’s homes. | believe, therefore, that
EMECS conferences can have a major influence on such issues as well.

2



7. Global warming has reached a point that can no longer be overlooked.
The Kyoto Protocol has finally got off the ground despite the lack of
participation by the United States. | am glad that a new framework was
agreed to, which included the U.S., China, and India at the last
environmental summit held in Montreal, and | am looking forward to
healthy developments.

8. The theme of this conference is based upon the concept that people
should bear responsibility for using nature in a sustainable way and
conserving it so that future generations can also benefit from nature.
Our activities have a major impact on nature in many different ways -
not only direct influences where such activities take place, but also on a
larger perspective, beyond our scope in terms of space and time, such as
global warming. For example, greenhouse gases created through using
fossil-fuel energy here are contributing to the erosion of coastal areas
around islands far out into the Pacific Ocean, and we have to remember
that. Regarding the use and conservation of enclosed coastal seas and
coastal area environments, we must take responsibility not only in each
location, but also in regard to impacts on wider areas and timeframes
beyond the immediate scope.

9. This conference is possible due to the efforts of Nicole Le Querler,
chancellor of the University of Caen Basse-Normandie, and chair of the
International Organization Committee, Jean-Paul Ducrotoy, professor
emeritus of the University of Hull, U.K., who is vice president of the
Scientific and Program Committee and local executive committee chair,
members of the Study Group of Estuarine and Coastal Ecosystems, and
many other friends and associates. | would like to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to them once again. | would also like to thank all the people
who have gathered here, not only from France but from so many other
countries and regions at this conference. | would like to conclude by
encouraging in-depth discussion over the next four days based on the
sixth conference of 2003, and hope this conference will prove to be a
fruitful experience for you all.
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Welcome Address by Mr. Toshizo IDO
at the Asia-Pacific Coasts Session in the EMECS 7

- 9:00 AM, May 10, 2006, Congress Center, Caen, France -

Good morning ladies and gentlemen, participants and panelists. As
Governor of the Hyogo Prefecture, | would like to thank you very much
for attending the Asia-Pacific Coasts Session and extend a warm
welcome all of you.

Environmental protection of enclosed waters and coastal zones is a
major issue, not only for Japan, but also for many countries in the
Asia-Pacific region. For this reason, the International EMECS Center
has been working to promote international exchange of environmental
protection of enclosed seas and the Asia-Pacific Network for Global
Change Research (APN) has been promoting research on coastal zone
management as one of its scientific themes.

In January 1995, the Great Hanshin Earthquake hit south Hyogo, killing
more than six thousand people and exactly ten years after that tragedy,
another calamity occurred. On 26 December, two hundred and twenty
thousand precious lives were lost in the Off-Sumatra Tsunami. Also, as
we saw from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, impacts from severe
tropical cyclones, possibly influenced by global climate change, are
becoming increasingly more frequent. Despite the threat of strong sea
surges and sea-level rise to our coastal zones, further economic
development is anticipated because of expansion of mega cities and the
rapid increase of population.

In parallel with this, destruction of the nature by economic activities is
still going on.  For example, tropical forests are being transformed into
farmland. Nature destroyed by man becomes a huge threat against man
in turn. It is recognized that deterioration of the mountains and poor
forest management are among the causes for the disasters by the
Typhoon No. 23 in 2004. | believe that all human intelligence must be



put together to tackle the regeneration of nature.

Coastal zones in the Asia-Pacific region are facing many problems;
therefore Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICM) is becoming a
major factor of crisis management and emergency preparedness against
natural disasters. There seems to be great interest in the Off-Sumatra
Tsunami therefore this special session shows you the extent of the
damage caused by the Tsunami, as well as lessons learned from the
recovery efforts as well as the activities of the EMECS Center and the
APN. | hope the outcome of this session provides suggestions on how
we should continue with crisis management and environmental
protection to enable sustainable development in the coastal zones.

This Asia-Pacific Session provides a great opportunity to focus on the
theme of EMECS 7, which is “Sustainable Co-development of Enclosed
Coastal Seas: Our Shared Responsibilities and to share information with
our European, African and American colleagues, as well as those
colleagues from countries in the Asia-Pacific region. | encourage your
active contribution to the discussions. Thank you very much.
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