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In addition to traditional industries, major industries in Indre-et-Loire
include metal, water, energy, and machinery. There are many start-ups and
small and medium enterprises here. Currently, industries related to life
science, beauty and renewable energy here are attracting attention.
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Located at the southern end of the Paris Basin, the altitude of
Indre-et-Loire rises from the flat northern part to the south. The Loire
River flowing through Indre-et-Loire divides the north and south of

France. It is generally hot in summer with a temperature exceeding 30°C,
while it is not so cold in winter, with the temperature not reaching -10°C.
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Indre-et-Loire Department
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This region, also known as the “French King's Garden,”
is endowed with a temperate climate and fertile land.
The region is highly popular among tourists as the
base for tours of old castles where one can enjoy cul-
tural heritage such as palaces, various wines and spe-
cialty products, regional cuisine and the like along the
Loire River. During the reign of Louis Xl in the 15th cen-
tury, the capital of France was here.
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In April 1991, Konan Gakuen in Kobe, Hyogo opened the
Lycee-College Konan de Touraine in France. In the wake of
this opening, exchanges focused on education were ac-
tively carried out, and the Hyogo Prefectural Board of Edu-
cation dispatched teachers to the school. In addition, the
two regions have also been engaged in exchange in the
economic field, including the holding of promotion events
of Japanese sake from Nada-Gogo (Five Villages of Nada in
Hyogo), running of the booth of the Hyogo Prefecture at
the Tours Fair, etc.

Although the Lycee-College Konan de Touraine has closed,
the Japan-France society of Saint-Cyr-sur-Loire was estab-
lished on the site and in October 2016. It concluded a
friendship agreement with the French-Japanese Society of
Kobe to promote mutual exchange.
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