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Overview
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Nord has developed as an industrial center in
Europe from the Middle Ages, and the railroad,

e-commerce, textile, and agriculture-related
industries are currently thriving here.
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Located in the northernmost part of France, Nord
belongs to the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region. Despite
its high latitude location, it is blessed with
constant precipitation levels throughout the year
and one of the longest sunshine hours in France
due to the west coast oceanic climate.
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Nord Department
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Nord-Pas de Calais Mining Basin
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Nord forms a common cultural area with the west-
ern part of Belgium and southern part of the
Netherlands, and it is also known as a part of the
"Flanders region." The city of Lille is the fourth
largest city in France following Paris, Lyon and
Marseille, and it has been increasing its reputa-
tion as a commercial city by holding many large
trade fairs in recent years. In addition, the
Nord-Pas-de-Calais Mining Basin extending over
an area of 1,200 km2 was added to the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in 2012. In the same year, a
branch of the Louvre Museum was opened in Lens
near Lille.
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Exchange contents
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In the wake of staging a performance of Awaiji Ningyo
Joruri (puppet theater) in Nord in 2004 as a commem-
orative event for the 10th anniversary of the opening
of the European Representative Office of Hyogo Pre-
fecture, the two regions started exchange and the
“Joint statement between Hyogo Prefecture and Nord”
was signed on September 19, 2013. In 2016, an eco-
nomic seminar from Nord was held in Hyogo Prefec-
ture.

In addition, student exchange between Suma Gakuen
and Montebello High Schools and academic exchanges
between Kobe University and the University of Lille Il
are being conducted.



