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Aveyron has a thriving livestock industry, as represented by
its Roquefort cheese, and is also known as the place of
production of Laguiole knives (sommelier knife).
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Aveyron is located in the limestone plateau area Grands
Causses in the southeastern part of the central highlands.
It is cool and comfortable in summer, but it is very cold in
winter. The climate is slightly different between the north
and south of Aveyron, influenced by both the central
highlands and the Mediterranean Sea.
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¥ Features and attractions
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Aveyron belongs to the Midi-Pyrénées region in
the middle-west of France and is blessed with rich
nature and medieval cityscapes. Conques, located
in the northwestern part of Aveyron, has been
chosen as one of the "most beautiful villages in
France," and the Abbey Church of Saint Foy (Saint
Faith) and the bridge over the Durdou River is on
one of the pilgrimage roads to Santiago de Com-
postela, a sacred place of Christianity. In addition,
Millau Bridge over the Tarn River Valley is famous
as the bridge where the height of the central pillar
is taller than that of the Eiffel Tower.
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Exchange contents
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In order to promote exchange on the theme of contact
with nature, Aveyron and Hyogo signed an agreement on
“joint efforts on economy, environment, academia and cul-
ture" in November 2000. The stone bridge in the village of
Belcastel in Aveyron is named the “Aveyron-Hyogo Friend-
ship Bridge.” Hyogo has loaned works of the Hyogo Pre-
fectural Museum of Art to the Soulages Museum in Rodez
and the “GUTAI Exposition — Space and Time” was held.
Moreover, in the wake of dispatch of Judo instructors to
Aveyron, it has been agreed that the French national Judo
team will stay in Himeji city for their training camp immedi-
ately before the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. As above, the two
regions are developing proactive exchange activities.



