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Abstract :

Japan’s elderly population is increasing. It is
therefore urgent, that public areas adopt the
“Barrier-free” designs.

However, the progress in changing over to the

“Barrier-free” designs in public facilities has been
slow to be implemented. This research reports on
an inquiry held into the causes of the delay.
A questionnaire survey was completed by the
elderly, and interviews were conducted with
administrators  of buildings with public
‘ACCess. '

The research clearly showed that problems
arising from the changeover to the
“Barrier-free” designs, were cost and existing
structural restriction . In most cases, adopting
the “Barrier-free” designs is impossible for
existing buildings. Therefore other means were
adopted, to resclve the problem.

It became clear, that installing toilets for
visitors is advisable, even though customers may
only be present for a short while. The research
suggests that the government installs public
toilets, or offers financial assistance for public
facilities. '
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Tab. 1 The returned rate of questionnaire
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A Study on the Spread of Providing Accessible :
Environment toward Caring Society for All

— A study on the barrier-free improvement of existent facilities, Part
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Keywords: '
existent facilities, improvement, rest room,
inconvenience, challenged people

Abstract:

This research aims to clarify effective
measures to provide accessible buildings in
the slow progress of “Barrier-free” designs in
public existent facilities to be implemented.

First, questionnaire survey was completed
by physically challenged people, mothers with
infants and expectant mothers, considering
what kind of facilities have caused difficulties
of their use in their daily life. At the result,
inconvenient facilities they answered  are
mostly the same as facilities they frequently
use, such as “medical
facilities”; “monetary facilities” and “retail
stores”. Those facilities should be early
improved for all users.

Secondly, another questionnaire survey was
completes by administrators who have dealt
with the ordinance of Fukushi-Machizukuri at
communes in Hyogo, to research actions of

“supermarkets”,

governments. It is clear that they had neither

surveyed actual conditions of existent facilities
at the outside of model districts nor registered
those facilities. Therefore, existence facilities
at the outside of model districts have to be
improved the accessibility as well. '
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